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trade his sister or daughter for another man's sister or
daughter. The popularity of such double marriages is
also increased by a saving in the wedding expenses, as one
set of festivities will do for two couples.1
The marriage ceremony may be performed by the qadhi
(judge), by the imam (religious sheikh), or even by the
khatib (scribe). In any case a fee is paid by the bride-
groom. The ceremony does not take place in a mosque,
though it may be performed in the court-house or govern-
ment building. Among the fellahln bridal parties are wont
to assemble at the bridegroom's house. Those present
are the "officiating clergyman," the bridegroom, the wit-
nesses, and the bride's attorney, or male representatives,
whom she has the privilege of choosing herself if she has
come to a woman's age. The law, in its four forms of Inter-
pretation, gives the bridegroom the right to see the girl be-
fore the binding contract As we have seen, among the
peasants young men have constant chances to see the girls
unveiled, but in the cities, where strict seclusion of the sex
is practised, such a privilege is rarely if ever exercised.
The city bridegroom must content himself with descriptions
of the bride given him by some female relation or by a
regular female " broker/' who may grossly exaggerate the
charms of the fair unknown. The form of the religious
ceremony is left to the officiating party. Sometimes it is
confined to a repetition of the fat-feah, or opening prayer of
the Koran, and to the blessing. More commonly the ser-
vice opens with the prayer for forgiveness, followed by four
short chapters of the Koran, selected for their brevity rather
than for their appropriateness, and by the profession of
faith. The officiating party then requests the bride's at-
torney to take the hand of the groom and to say: "Such,
an one's daughter, by the agency of her attorney and by the
testimony of two witnesses, has in your marriage with her
had such a dower settled upon her; do you consent to it?"
To which the bridegroom replies: "With my whole heart
and soul, to my marriage with this woman, as well as to the
1 Ibid, p. 140. Compare " Birth, Marriage and Death among the
Fellahin of Palestine" (op. tit.), pp. 132-134.

